
This is a splendid contribution to our knowledge of recent North African developments. It is
remarkably comprehensive, with excellent country surveys, region-wide and international-
strategic analyses. The chapters are up-to-date, meticulously researched, and sober in their
conclusions. Anyone with a serious interest in North Africa—professors, students, policy-
makers, businesspeople—will find this volume indispensable.

Dr. Michael C. Hudson, Director, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown

University

A timely exploration by distinguished North African and Western scholars of the conflicts
throughout the region between traditional North African regime policies of “robust
authoritarianism” and popular aspirations for change. I highly recommend it.

Ambassador Richard B. Parker, scholar-in-residence emeritus, Middle East Institute,

Washington, DC

North Africa is undergoing major transformations; it is an area where business is booming and where vibrant civil societies are emerging. This
region, which lies alongside the Mediterranean, has acquired strategic significance not only for North Africans themselves, but also for Europe, a
close neighbor, and the United States, the world hegemonic power. However, despite the substantial, positive changes taking place, the region
remains dominated by despotic regimes unwilling to allow genuine democratic transitions. This book addresses salient aspects of contemporary
developments in the Maghreb region (Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia, as well as developments concerning the Western Sahara
conflict). The contributors, all leading scholars in their respective fields, provide thorough understanding of the evolution of those countries and the
problems, such as terrorism, Islamism, migration, political oppression, and the socioeconomic imbalances, which have delayed the development of
each nation.

With profiles of individual countries, and regional issues such as migration, gender, integration, economics, and war in Western Sahara, as well as a
section dealing with international relations and the Maghreb, including US and EU foreign policy and security issues, North Africa: Politics, Region,

and the Limits of Transformation is a major resource for allstudents of Middle Eastern Studies and North African Politics.

Sections:
Part 1: The Maghreb States: The Limits of Transformation, Part 2: Regional Issues in the Contemporary Maghreb, Part 3: Strategic and Security
Relations of the Maghreb
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The editors have assembled a first-rate team of scholars of the Maghreb to address key
issues of political evolution, regional dynamics, and global strategy as the states of North
Africa cope with the era of the “war on terrorism.”
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